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1 . THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR LATE AUGUST 1 ISSUEDA TEN 
POINT STATEMENT RESPONDING TO THE LETELIER/MOFFITT INDICT- 
MENTS AND THE REQUEST FOR PREVENTIVE DETENTION OF THE 
THREE CHILEAN OFFICIALS. 

2. INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF STATEMENT FOLLOWS: QUOTE: 

(1) INDICTMENTS IN THE CASE OF THE ASSASSINATION OF 

SR. LETELIER, INVOLVING CHILEAN CITIZENS, WERE MADE KNOWN 
IN THE UNITED STATES TODAY. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SANTIA 05791 0220 18Z 


(2) ALSO TODAY, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE REATY OF 
1902 SUBSCRIBED TO BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF CHILE AND 
THE UNITED STATES, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT MADE 
KNOWN THROUGH ITS EMBASSY IN THE COUNTRY THAT IT WILL 
REQUEST THE EXTRADITION OF RETIRED BRIGADIER GENERAL 
MANUEL CONTRERAS SEPULVEDA, COLONEL PEDRO ESPINOZA BRAVO 
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AND CAPTAIN ARMANDO FERNUNDEZ LARIOS AND, INVOKING THE 
SAME TREATY, REQUESTED THEIR PREVENTIVE ARREST. 

(3) THE GOVERNMENT OF CHILE, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF SAID TREATY, HAS ORDERED, ON THIS SAME DAY, 

THE ACTION REQUESTED, RESULTING IN THE MILITARY PREVENTIVE 
ARREST - BECAUSE THEY ARE OFFICERS - OF THE PERSONS 
NAMED, FOR A MAXIMUM PERIOD OF TWO MONTHS, AFTER WHICH, 

IF NO REQUEST FOR EXTRADITION IS DULY PRESENTED, SUCH 
MEASURES WILL TERMINATE IMMEDIATELY. 

(4) ALL OF CHILE IS WITNESS (TO THE FACT THAT) THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, FROM THE FIRST MOMENT HE HAD 
KNOWLEDGE OF THIS REPREHENSIBLE CRIME, PUBLICLY CONDEMNED 
THE DEED, ASKING THAT U.S. AUTHORITIES UNDERTAKE THE 

MOST EXHAUSTIVE INVESTIGATION, THAT WOULD LEAD TO SOLVING 
THE CASE. 

(5) AT THE SAME TIME, AS AN ADDITIONAL DISPLAY OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S GOOD FAITH, IN AS MUCH AS NO RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE DEEDS RESTS WITH IT, THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
GAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES TO 
PROVIDE ALL POSSIBLE COOPERATION TOWARD THE SAME END. 

(6) THE COUNTRY KNOWS FOR A FACT, THROUGH THE NON- 
RESTRICTED AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION AT ALL TIMES 
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ON THE MATTER, HOW AMPLE THIS COOPERATION HAS BEEN 
AND IT HAS BEEN EVIDENT IN MANY WAYS AND ON MANY 
OCCASIONS, AS THE CHIEF OF STATE REPEATED IN HIS 
SPEECH ON APRIL 5. THE COOPERATION OF THE CHILEAN 
GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN THE DETERMINING FACTOR IN THE 
PROGRESS OF THE (LETELIER/MOFFITT ) INVESTIGATION, AS 
HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ITSELF. 

(7) PUBLIC OPINION SHOULD UNDERSTAND CLEARLY THAT THE 
HANDING DOWN OF INDICTMENTS DOES NOT CONSTITUTE PROOF 
OF CULPABILITY AGAINST THOSE PERSONS CITED. THE CHARGES 
HAVE TO BE LEGALLY PROVED AND THIS, WITHIN A STATE OF 
LAW, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE MOST ELF.MF.NTR ARY JURIDICAL 
NORM, WHICH IS THE RIGHT OF THE ACCUSED TO DEFEND HIMSELF, 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH TRIAL PROCEDURES WHICH PERMIT HIM TO 
PRESENT HIS ARGUMENTS. IN THE ABASENCE OF SUCH, THE 
JUDGE WOULD LACK THE BASIS FOR JUDGMENT TO MAKE A FAIR 
DECISION (JUSTICIA). 

(8) IF THE ACTS CHARGED ARE NOT PROVED CONVINCINGLY, 
RESPONSIBILITY CANNOT BE FIXED TO ANYONE, BECAUSE TO DO 
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SO WOULD MEAN LEAVING THE PERSON DEFENSELESS (DEJAR EN 
LA INDEFEN SION) AND WOULD TRAMPLE BOTH HIS HONOR AND 
HIS FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS. 

(9) IN ADDITION, THE CHARGES PRESENTED BY APPROPRIATE 
US AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO REQUEST EXTRADITION MUST 

BE DULY VERIFIED (COMPROBADOS) BEFORE THE CHILEAN COURTS, 
WHOSE INDEPENDENCE AND RECTITUDE ARE UNQUESTIONABLE. 

(10) FINALLY, THIS IS A STRINCTLY JUDICIAL MATTER WHICH 
HAS TO BE DECIDED EXACTLY AND EXCLUSIVELY WITHIN THAT 
SPHERE. THIS NOTWITHSTANDING, WE ARE CERTAIN THAT THE 
SIMPLE FACT OF THE INDICTMENTS AGAINST CERTAIN PERSONS 
WILL SERVE TO REACTIVATE ABROAD THE PERMANENT ANTI- 
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CHILEAN CAMPAIGN, MAKING USE OF THEM TO AUGMENT ITS 
ACTIONS DAMAGING TO CHILE AND TO ALL CHILEANS. FOR THIS 
REASON, THE NATIONAL PRESS IS REQUESTED - WITHOUT SHYING 
FROM ITS DUTY TO OPPORTUNELY AND TRUTHFULLY INFORM PUBLIC 
OPINON IN THE COUNTRY - TO OBSERVE AN ATTITUDE OF 
MODERATION AND PRUDENCE, IN ACCORD WITH OUR TRADITIONAL 
SOBRIETY. END QUOTE. 

LANDAU 
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